
THREE FARM.
Discover Action

The founders at Three Farm share a vision of 

a sustainable and ethical future where design, 

education, innovation and creativity can facilitate 

positive change in people’s lives and communities.

The Social Enterprise have undertaken a variety 

of different initiatives to help achieve their goal 

to promote social and environmental change:

Tinkerklass: a beginner friendly workshop that focuses 

on design thinking and sustainable design methods 

using digital fabrication techniques, CAD/CAM software 

and 3D printing

Makers Place:  evolved from the principles of the maker 

movement and focuses mainly on digital fabrication. The 

benefits of Makers Places to the existing manufacturing 

industry include innovative thinking, a hub of skilled 

workforce, the revitalization of craftsmanship and the 

possible usage as a testing facility. In addition, the 

Makers Place located in Leichhardt uses renewable 

electricity provided by Diamond Energy

Open Materials Library: Three Farm runs is called Open 

Materials Library, which is a space for makers to gather 

and to make informed choices about materials they use. 

It invites you to add your favourite material to the wall 

but also to think about why you chose that material and 

research the impact it has on the environment.

Tinkertecture:  is tree farms own range of products 

made from up-cycled sheet material that was sourced 

from printing businesses in the local area.

Wherever possible Three Farm and Makers Place INC 

strive to apply the Circular Economy principles with the 

intention to lead their members out of the linear ways of 

making. For instance, by encouraging them to see waste 

as an economic value rather than just junk. 

By teaching and educating people the principles of the 

Circular Economy the founders raise awareness and 

help makers to think before they make. They genuinely 

believe that education can spread taking to heart the 

proverb: “Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day; 

teach a man how to fish, and you feed him for a lifetime.”  

Therefore, their goal is to provide more formalized events 

and training in the future. 

Regarding Makers Place, the founders hope to spread 

the concept by establishing similar facilities throughout 

Australia. Especially in remote communities a space filled 

with traditional and digital tools including 3D printers 

seems beneficial for the members in order to fix things by 

themselves without having to wait for spare parts.

As Melissa explains, “We are creating an environment for 

people to come and learn new technologies, how to use 

them for good and how to keep up with a fast changing 

society and not be left behind.” 

Mel Fuller encourages other businesses to get involved 

and not to be afraid of asking. “You’d be surprised by the 

amount of support you’ll get,” she says. “Most importantly, 

do it together as a group you’ll do it faster.”
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Three Farm is an Australian network of educators 

based in Sydney who teach design and technology 

programs with a strong focus on promoting social 

and environmental good. Three Farm also provides a 

communal space for members to collaborate, explore 

concepts of design, invent and create things using 

recycled printing waste. 

The now social design enterprise, was originally founded 

by a group of friends with different backgrounds in 

design, art, photography, ceramics, printing, business 

and marketing. The group came together to  create 

network of educators to empower individuals with the 

confidence and knowledge, skills and tools, to design 

and change their own futures and environments. 

Their aim is to teach people how to solve problems 

by using design thinking to action a meaningful and 

sustainable process for social development;

“We definitely put a massive focus on 3D printing for 

environmental and social change, so rather than show 

people how to make Yoda heads, we teach people how 

to fix things.” - Melissa Fuller, Three Farm

The Not-for-profit facility is filled with over $25,000 

worth of digital and traditional tools and equipment 

to design, make and customise objects. It fosters co-

creation, knowledge, sustainability, innovation, skill 

sharing and encourages creativity amongst others. The 

startup beliefs that anyone can and should be able to 

produce their own goods and customise them to their 

own personal needs and wants. 

Three Farm empower individuals with the confidence and knowledge, skills and tools, 
to design and change their own futures and environments.
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“MY FAVOURITE THING I’VE 
SEEN MADE AT THE MAKERS 
PLACE, IS THE DESKTOP 
PLASTIC RECYCLER. 

EVENTUALLY IT WON’T 
JUST RECYCLE 3D PRINTING 
WASTE, IT WILL RECYCLE 
PLASTIC CUPS AND 
BOTTLES. THEN ALL OF 
A SUDDEN WE HAVE AN 
ECONOMIC VALUE TO OUR 
PLASTIC WASTE.”

- MELISSA FULLER, CO-FOUNDER


